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The Commercial Management and Difficult Transformation of Gentry—merchants Family:

Focused on the Liu Family in Nanxun, Huzhou

ZHENG Wei-rong
(' School of Marxism, Wenzhou Medical University, Wenzhou 325000, Zhejiang )

Abstract: Liu family in Nanxun Huzhou was a famous gentry—merchants family in modern times. After the opening of Shanghai
port in 1840s, Liu get started his business from Jili-Silk trade and expanded his family business to salt, pawn and real estate
industries. After the 1880s, influenced by the international trade system and the domestic production structure, the commercial
capital of the Liu family flowed to modern industry, commerce trade and finance, but on the whole, the majority of his business was
dominated by commercial capital, and maintained a close relationship with the traditional economic form. The case of Liu family
reflects that the economic modernization of gentry—merchants class has not been fully developed, and that the difficulties of the
transformation of the gentry—merchants class and its commercial capital. These two transformation processes went through the
complicated relations with social production structure, foreign capitalism, domestic government power and bureaucratic capital.

Keywords: gentry-merchants family, business operation, transformation, Liu Family
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